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BBANDES TO NIETZSCHE.

Copenhagen, April 29th? 1888.
DEAR SIR :

The first time I lectured on your works the hall was
not quite full, so few knowing at all who and what
you are. But a leading newspaper reported my lec-
ture, and I myself wrote an article on you, so that
the next time there was hardly standing room in the
hall. Nearly three hundred listeners follow with the
utmost attention my exposition of your philosophy.
S{ill, I have not dared to repeat the lecture in this in-
stance, as has been my custom for several years, be-
cause the theme is so far from popular. It is my hope
in this manner to procure you some good readers in
the North.

Your books, very beautifully bound, are now ranged
in one of my book-cases. I should like to possess
everything that you have published. When you of-
fered me, in your first letter, a musical work which
you had composed called "A Hymn to Life" I declined
the gift out of modesty, feeling that I was not a very
competent musician. Now I think that through my
interest in it I may be deserving of the work, and
shall be extremely indebted to you if you will kindly
send it to me. I fancy that I may find a summary
of the impression of my hearers in these words of
a young painter: "All this is so interesting because
it does not deal with books but with life." If there is
anything that does not please in your ideas it is only
that they sometimes put matters too much to ex-
tremes. It wasn't kind of you to send me no photo-
graph; my only reason for sending you mine was to